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English translation
It’s a “holiday club” which is different to all others. Those who are lucky enough to own a second home, which they are not making the most of due to a
lack of time, can become a member of 3RD Home and make it available for others to use for one or two weeks of the year. In exchange other members
of the club can visit beautiful homes across the world.
The choice is vast: with all types of houses on offer, from mountain chalets to sea front villas, from apartments in the city centre to country houses in
69 countries, from the United States to Argentina, from France to Italy, from Vietnam to Bali, from the Caribbean to New Zealand.
The club is called 3RD Home and it was founded in the United States in 2010 and it has grown rapidly, with the company currently holding 1,700
homes for exchange. 3,000 exchanges have taken place, with a calculated saving of 20 million dollars. Now the club is expanding in Europe, and in
particular in Italy, explains Michele Casino coordinator of the London office for 3 rd Home: “The demand is huge, above all from our American clients,
and it is continuing to outstrip supply. Weeks in Italian houses fly off the shelves.”
Direct home exchanges have been in fashion for some time now in the US and Great Britain but they have disadvantages in comparison: you need to
find a period which works well for both parties, then you need to remove all personal belongings, while you can find yourself living in the discomfort of
someone else’s home full of their things and with no space in the wardrobe.
3rd Home’s system avoids all of these inconveniences: the exchanges only happen within peoples second homes making it more hospitable. The most
convenient aspect however is the flexibility: the period in which one grants availability of their house doesn’t need to coincide with the period in which
one decides to go on holiday to another member’s house. “We don’t do direct exchanges it is a system of credits” explains Casino – every member has
their own personal account and their property receives “keys”, which are a type of credit, they can be used over the course of 15 months. So, for
example if a person today made their home available in November, let’s say, can go on holiday next week to the Caribbean or the Rocky Mountains”.
3rd Home’s system is working very well for Alina Pinelli, owner of Brunello Villa in Paciano, in Umbria, and a member for four years. “In general we
offer the house up for 4-5 weeks of the year and we have never had any problems, the reservation software is perfect and everything is made easy by
the at hand help on offer” says Alina from Barbados where she’s enjoying one of the exchanges – she notes the houses are extremely well chosen. “3rd
Home has revolutionised our travelling style, we have been to New York, The Caribbean and France and we are already planning lots of other
holidays.”
The number of keys or credit depends on the value of the property and the number of weeks in which the house is free. The houses are overseen by 3 RD
Home thereby eliminating the hassle and uncertainty of renting one’s home to strangers. Besides, it is an extremely exclusive club: the average value of
a property on 3rd Home is $2.5 million dollars. To become a member for two years costs $495 dollars and for every exchange there is a fixed rate cost
of $495.

